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Preface:  Regulation  in  Hard  Economic  Times 


The  present  recession  calls  for  a  substantial 
reconsideration  of  broadcasting  regulation  in  Canada.  A 
combination  of  spiralling  costs,  reduced  revenues  and  threatening 
new  technology  have  all  conspired  to  undermine  the  ability  of  the 
regulator  to  squeeze  Canadian  content  programming  out  of 
licensees . 

The  industry  has  responded  strongly  and  has  called  for 
considerable  relaxation  in  regulation.  The  Girard-Peters  Task 
Force  recommended  in  its  May,  1991  report  (The  Economic  Status  of 
Canadian  Television)  to  Minister  of  Communications  Perrin  Beatty 
that : 


Further  industry  mergers  should  be  discouraged 

The  CBC  should  be  adequately  financed  and  should 
invite  bids  from  the  private  sector  to  take 
over  regional  and  local  stations 

Provision  should  be  made  for  the  cooperative 
purchase  of  US  programs 

The  CRTC  should  formally  review  the  impact  of  its 
regulations,  expectations  and  conditions  of 
licence  on  all  television  broadcasters  to 
ensure  their  affordability  by  the  industry  in 
today's  competitive  environment 

A  moratorium  should  be  imposed  on  the  licensing  of 
any  new  television  services  for  three  years 
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The  CBC  should  reduce  its  commercial  content  by 

one  third  and  should  refrain  from  soliciting 
local  advertising 

Substantial  additional  government  support  should 
be  made  available  to  the  Broadcast  Program 
Development  Fund 

Bill  C-40  should  be  used  to  control  unauthorized 
reception  and  distribution  of  subscription 
programming  services 

Better  control  procedures  should  be  developed  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  unauthorized 
decoders 

A  taxed  based  assistance  program,  such  as  an 

accelerated  capital  cost  allowance  should  be 
considered  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  new 
equipment  by  television  stations 

The  Minister  of  Communications  should  convene  a 
summit  meeting  of  every  element  of  the 
broadcasting  industry  to  decide  on  a  strategy 
aimed  at  strengthening  the  industry's 
economic  base  and  ability  to  compete  in  world 
markets . 


The  newspaper  materials  which  follow  capture  the  mood 
of  the  times.  It  will  be  particularly  important  that  these 
developments  are  kept  in  mind  in  assessing  the  aspirations  of  the 
new  Broadcasting  Act  and  the  1986  Caplan-Sauvegeau  report  on 
which  the  Act  is  based. 


